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REGIONAL GRANTS SCHEME 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt � Minister for Regional Development) [9.10 am]: On 12 February 
in Geraldton I announced the regional grants scheme at a function attended by you, Mr Speaker, and the member 
for Geraldton. The regional grants scheme, a new $40 million contestable funding initiative that will be 
administered by the state�s nine regional development commissions, replaces the regional development scheme. 
Funding of approximately $4 million for each development commission is available this financial year to assist 
with infrastructure, services and community projects, including the provision of headworks. This fund will 
establish new services and programs that will support the development of resilient communities and contribute to 
them being vibrant and interesting places in which to live. 

The scheme will provide financial assistance to regionally based organisations, such as volunteer and business 
groups, educational institutions, philanthropic foundations and community organisations. It is a first for the 
royalties for regions program, and community and interest groups can apply for funding directly through the 
development commissions. The commissions will be not only the shopfront for all the applications, but also 
involved in the decision-making process. 

Applications for this round will close on 25 March 2009. Therefore, I ask all members of this place to encourage 
potential applicants to contact their local regional development commission as soon as possible to discuss their 
proposals. Commissions have been provided with additional resources to assist proponents of projects in 
developing their applications. 

The use of regional development commissions to administer this exciting new scheme signals their expanding 
and important role in stimulating regional development through local decision making. Royalties for regions 
funding initiatives have been established to bring the focus back onto regional communities. The program is built 
on the principle of collaboration as a means of developing robust and sustainable regional development activity 
in the regions. Regional development commissions will continue to work with state government agencies, local 
governments, regional organisations of councils, peak regional development organisations, commonwealth 
government agencies and local communities, including the new community resource centre network. This 
collaboration will help to ensure that these funds are not used to supplant the existing commitments for the 
provision of basic, essential infrastructure across regional Western Australia, and are not used to replace existing 
responsibility to community service obligations by government and utility service providers. 

I am very proud to be delivering this latest funding scheme, as it represents a return to giving regional 
communities the capacity to make and prioritise decisions locally, with the provision of resources that will allow 
these decisions to become a reality. 
 


